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WORLD WAR IX SHL
12/29/L1 thru S/26/15 ﬂrﬁiﬁs

17=25=1  Sworn in st Wew Bedford, Mses by Mark Fatten, Chief Bostswsin, USN (Fy RME )

17=30.11 frrived st U.S.¥Mevel Treinipg Center, Newport, R.I. #&8 ’prrentice Seamsn

Ie23-L2 Completed Tssic treining snd trerperred to U.S.Nevel Treining Steation =t
Sen Diego, Celif, for -ttending Group Schoole s= » Rediomsan.

1-28? *rrived ot Sen Diego e=fter » S=dsry cross country trein ride trevelling
thru Censds snd the stetes as » troop trsin in s secret route to werd off
*NY¥ de-nger to the tresin,

*pprentice
S&nman

Ca25=li2 Gredu-ted from Hediom-n course »5 = Sermen 2nd cless ~Tter 1& weeks of
schooling. rnd trensferred to (.8.Nevy Treinipg st-tion in NOrfolk, V'.,
for further trensfer te (onvoy Control Unit(Cormunicstien Fool) in Port
of Sprin, British West Indies off the corst Of Venvmuels, -outh 'merica,
te do duty =8 » Mavy Hediomsn sbosrd merchesnt ships trevelling in convoys
to different perts of the *llied countries with wer supplies, etge

E~1=l2 'rrived ot Norfolk, V! for further trensfer to sssigned duty steticn in
Trinidsd.

6-21.2 Hosrded the U.S.S. Pollux ( Nevy Suprly Ship) to ship out of Norfolk te
Guantenemo Bry, Cubes (Novsl Bsse) lor further trsnsfer to Fosrt of Spein,
Trinid-d trevelling »= » tronsient presenger with meny others who were
being shipped out to their duty st-tiona.

E=P Q=12 Prrived =t Guentensmo Bey, Cubs weiting for orders to be shipped out to
Trinidsd. While weiting £or tr-nafer orders in the interim, worked in a
detril =8 » tr-octor driver pulling mine nets on s macadem field for in-
spection of -ry dsm~ges to be reprired,

Senmen Fnd ckess

hird Class Redionan Striker

-

Eedioman

i
-

T=bi=ly? tseigned temporrry duty sbosrd the U.E.E.Epuca§_$£E§§% re 2 relief Radio-
men for s hospitslized crew member [ Une ol ship's redicmen who wes tsken
off for sppendicitis) to duty while on escort convoy from Gusntensmo Bey
to Eey West, Florids.

T=12=42 "rrived =t Key West, Rlerids »nd wes detsched from the ship snd weited
for further orders snd on

T=16=l2 I wos sssigned duty to » merchent ship, SS DOMINO (Cspt. John Fllison),
r8 Hediomen.There were other N-vy men shbosrd the ship, snfrmed Gusra
Gun Crew of lj men (s Coxswain end 3 sesmen) rnd » Signrlmen, = school
mete, Larry McGetrick slso assigned to the Cormunicstion Lisson Pool in
Fort of Spein, Trinided. "e s-iled to Guenten-mo Bey, “ubs =nd joined up
with Comvoy G*T1E s-iling to Georgetown, Eritish Guisns vis Fort of Spein
Trinid-d »nd return to Trinidsd efter losding = esrgo of Bruxdite { »luminum
ord destined for Mohile , PLEREAMI, Larry =nd myself were releived of our
duty sbo-rd ship to ~w-it further sssignments. :

{Tis ship wrs ~ttecked by » surfrce Germen U-Fost on 6-2-L2 =nd fought off
the stt-ck by return fire by the L.50 gun on the »fter deck( »lsc hsd £-50.
¢-l, pune on the bridee deck.)

7-21-L42 I wes -ssigned duty on the U.S.8.0P*L (FYC-68) -5 = Rediomsn relief for the
Cenvey Escort Owmmodore from Fort of oprin, Trinided in convoy to Gusntanaro
Bry, Cubn, to srsist in rmeinte-inimg » 2L=- hour rodio communicsotion with +he
cenvoy which consisted of sbout 20 merchent ships together with 3 other Nevy
convoy escoris enroute in convoy TAG 11,

E=-fl=h2 Det-ched from the ship rnd the s~me dny to the 25 AMSURECO in Convey GAT 22
with = Si%ﬂflﬂ#ﬂ slrerdy rboerrd the ship ( he wss snother schoolmste from
Srn Diego), he wes George nngrp, s _good %E:ﬂm‘ We ssiled from Gusntsnemo
Bay, Lube to Port of Spein, irinidrd with s Nevy ‘rmed Guerd crew of & men.

We were deteched upon rsrrivsl in Trinidrd, to srweit new sriling orders.
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8=16=L2

g=1-42 )
Cm30=L2)

10=-1=}2

10=h=42)
11-h-h2)

11 =)y =h?

(My Rate)

( 2)
Eaaigned to the Convoy ommodore ' s s ff Cept. E-‘E-P.IT].EIJI'.I. USN (Ret.),
with » Tie Herh Nall =8 Communicetlon Ulilcer, snd l- olomolmen who
weE my IT d, Ggorge Bodsh, rPIC .;:I;_E:.i..ilﬂa:ml-.u'ﬂf!. Charlie HeVTIOIUE =T
ottd sdnt met these Rrdiomen before ( they wers ifrom the

= enter in New Orlesns ). We bosrded the ship, S5 WEST CELIN®

sfter the Convoy conference, The ship's finsl destinstion wes Boston, Msss.,
sfter = long ser voysge from Crlcutts, Indis vis Fort of Spsin, ‘rinided.
Three dsoys outbound hesded for Gusntenemo Bsy, Cubs in (onvoy TAW-13, =nd
st 02,12 GCT, we were torpedoed snd with demsge to the port-side bridge wing
deck where the Convoy Commodore stetioned himself snd he wes killed when the
bridge wing collspsed, He we= the only cesuslity of » merchsnt crew of the
Leptein and 38 other men. There wes no gun crew on this ship =8 it had no
srmenent, which woss to be fitted out on its return to Boston. /11 the crew

members =mnd the rest of the Commodores staff sbsndoned ship =fter the Coptain |

ordered sbsndonment sfier the second torpedo hit the ship on the sterboard
side snd wes sinking. #11 lifebosts snd r=fts lended at Mergsrite Island,

88570 PATHL
uswoTpsd

]
i
i
i

Venezuels two =nd three dsys later snd werell trken to Port of Spein, Trinidsd

sbosrrd the SS MARACPIBO srriving there on 9-1-L42 for further transfer.

- Temporsry shore duty -t Convoy Control Cormunicetion Hesdquerters, with =

work deteil in the Coding Room here in Port of Spesin, Trinided,

ﬂﬂﬁifned »8 » combinertion Rediomen/Signslmsn sboerd the 55 FLCOA TRANSFORT
s8»iling from Trinided to Georgetown, British Guis=ns (South Mmerice) to losd
vp with Bruxite. The next desy outbound in - southsasterly course to George-
town, ot 0635 GCT, we were struck by » torpedo which destroyed the engine
room, killing the engine crew snd three other crew members. The Navy fArmed
Gusrd crew of & men sfd myself, the other Nr®wy men sbosrd sbendoned ship
with the rest of the crew in one lifebost immediately »nd were picked up

the ssme dsy shout 12 hours later by the MNpyy eacort PC-li90 =nd were trken
brk to Port of Spein, Trinided, snd landed there the next morning 10-13-L2,

T wes given temporsry shore duty sgein doing work in the Communicstion
center until my next sssignment.

I wes resigned duty sbosrd the S5 CASTILLA ag Milit-ry Armed Guard for s
merchsnt morine sesmsn who was prisoner sbosrd the ship after threatening

the ship's Csptein.I plso wes given a2 Militery Lesve of 7 deys upon arriving

in Mobile , Alabeme sfter s convoy sesiling of 1& desys vis Guantsnsmo Bsy,

'I.:.':lgbn snd Key West, Florids to Mobile. Alsboma
e ship slso had =n Havy *rmed Gun Crew of 7 men, and = Nevy Signalmsn who
I didn't know, his name wes Billy Herly from New Orlesns, Loulsena.

11-20=L2
3_;__2741;3; On Militsry Le-ve of 7 deys, I took the trein from Mobile, flsheme to
Vew ¥ork sand then to Providence, RI mnd the bus home to Fzll River, Masss/

11-27=li2 Reported in after lesve at the U.S.Nsvsl frmed Guard Center in B

roo

New York for orders trensferring me besck to Fort of opsin, Trinic'lﬁhll'%‘w
home bese), While weiting orders here in Broocklyn, I hed =2n sbecessed tooth
removed, »fter ~sking th-t I be permitted to hsve teken out beck in my
home bese in Trinide-d, but the Nsv¥ Dentist kidded me in ssying thet it
w=s the Nevy's tooth =nd hed to be extr-cted. So, I left without thet
tooth, s#nd wss glerd becruse it would be given = chence to heal the gum
while on my wsy bheck to Prinidsd while ocut to ses, s=nd =fter sbout = week,
weiting, I w-5 =ssipned to snother Convoy Cormodore's Steff { Capt. 5ill

rs, Lieut. Hel Stuert, 3-Signelmen; Lou fndrews, Ben Rives( ?!nother

Schoolmste [. rom o-n Diego), Hugh Welker, 2-Rediomen: Charlie Riley, Al
Benville »nd me. We bo-road Ehe 53 ESS0 BOLIVAR in Bayonne, New Jersey
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Motes Crossed the Equstor end

becrme » "shellbrek" lj times on

12-11=42

12-18=2

12-19-}2 )

this voyege.(Received certific-te
when tr-nsferred to 'GC Bklyn,

T'II on 9-15'h34

1-7-43
1-8«43
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7=T7-43
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( 3) fHFRatB}

g~iling to Guant-namo B y, Cuba where the Convoy (ommodore snd staff
were det-ched in order to teske over s northbound cunvuy_-_hEHdad to New
York »nd points north. I wes detrched ffom his sts»ff and swaited orders
fotr tremsfer to Fort of Spein, Trinided., The ship(ESSO BOLIV'R) w-rs
destined for Currcro, Dutch West Indies with = southbound convoy to
other ports.I weited » week for orders of trensfer.Armed Guerd gun crew

i T L
T Yecelved my ers, surpris et I was going to fly back to

Trinided vis U,S. COMST GUARD MAIL PLENE to San Jusn, Puerto Rico.

We srrived in Sen Juen, rnd an overnmite stey, which ensbled m= to visit
my cousin Teddy Cholewks who wes » Nevy Musicisn stetioned »t the U.S.
Nevel Stotion Bend. We had » nice come together and I left the next
morning o~ the seme plesne to Trinided. Enroute flying over the smsll
iglsnds cossiwise. the pilot »nd co-pilot spotted s submerine { could
heve beem » Germen U=Bost or one of cur Nasvy subs), however, he redioced
the position to Nevy hesdquerters in Sen Jusn, Puertoc Rico for their
immedi~te rction. This plsne hed ne srmanent, so the Filot was in no posi-
tien to tske sny action.

After srriving in Trinided, I worked »t the Communicetion Ceneter doing
corrections te the communicstion msmuaels,

Assigned to the M,S, FLORID! as » Redioman snd s Signslmen nemed Rsy Fleck
who wss slresdy on the ship. We sailed ffom Fort of gnin, Trinidad to
Pruba, Dutch West Indiesz, took on load of oil, then headed to GusntsNemo
Bry, Cube; Key West, Floridsj; to Baytown, Texss, unloaded, took on water
bellsst to cleen tenks ( Butterworth clesning system) vis an‘ﬂhst =nd to
Guantsnsmo Bey, Cubs where I wrs detsached »nd weited for new orders.Navy
frmed gun crew of 10 men with Bostswsin Mste lec in charge.
fggigned orders to the ME HANS VAN IEUSEN Dutch 031 Tonker) to report
to Convoy Commodora Steff ( Grpt. BTusrt WLlcCox , 3 Lieut, Brien
Jones; 3-Sign~1men,Jim Fhelps, Lorry Morgrn | Doth were schoolmstea Irom
Sen Diego snd Bob Dinert fgf‘rum New Orlesns); 2-Hediomen, Don Fellows
rn old friend from Fort of Spein )} snd me.- This trsnsport had » Cun Crew
of Dutch ssilors »bout 25 in the crew. They were coming from Cméster,
Permsylvenis where it wes repeired end hesded for » long trip vis
GQuentsnsmo Bsy to Trinidsd; to Bahis, Brezil; to Cepetown, South Africs;
to ﬁdgﬂ’Eﬂrrmhih;fjhmﬁhnilrnhﬂ"ﬂih » convoy of sbout 30 ships headed
to the Middle Esst ~nd Indisn Oceen ports sssocisted with the fllied
forces, »nd returning teo Durban, South Africe; Cepetown, South Africe
g lesding beck westwerd with » combined convoy welting for departure
of sbout 20 ships , some depsrting ffom the convoy sfier lesving Cepetown
sfter » few deyes who were sriling northbound to the Western Europesn
ports snd the Mediterrsnesn Ses ports thru the Gibrslter Streits. Some
of these ships encountered enemy action from the Germasn raider ships
who operrted in these weters. We msnaged to ssil with no enemy action
in the return to Rioc De Jeneiro, Brazil -fter the rest of the convoy
dispersed in their fine1l destinstions ssiling independently.
We prrived in Hio De Joneireo, Brezil snd proceeded northbound to Eshis,
Bregzil to weoit for » new convoy northbound. We were det-ched f rom the
ship snd were »ssigned querters in the U,S.Nepvel Barrecks to await new
ﬂrﬂ-ﬂrﬂ. '—-Il—-—ll—_—l

rfter the convoy conference, we bosrded on the S5. WM, BOYCE THOMPSON
(on em;g trnker =8 commodore's lead =hiE] in Convoy BT 18 to Port of
pain, inidsd,

tfter i d-ys out herded northwerd, we yere torpedoed just »fter mjdnite
when I gut?uff Redio wetch fﬁ to 12 M), hittigg the ngiga room { 3 men
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on wetch there were killed in the explosion;
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( S5 WM. BOYCE THOMPSON - continued )
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This occurred off the cosst of Fortelezsa, Brezil, Some of the crew
sbondoned ship in one lifebost ~nd were picked up by snother ship
vhich wes torpedoed the s=me dsy. The Crptein ( ship'es msster), the
ship's officerss~ s»nd the rest of the crew »nd the Copvoy commodores
strgf ~bendoned the ship riter » few hours in ¢ Lifebosts and » 1ife rrft.
Ve were »11 picked up by one of the Nabv convoy escorts USS SURPRISE (FG63)
in » short while =fter lesving the ship. There were three other ships
thet were torpedoed the ssme deyj -

S8 S,H., HUNT (dsmeged with no cesurlties)

88<T) PITUL
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———— -

S5 JAMESC HOBERTSON ( sunk = one Navy gun crew lost )
S5 THOMPS SINNICKSON ( sunk- one Navt gun crew lost)

*11l the ships were torpedoed by the ssme @erman U-Bost submerine,
SS WM. BOYCE TH OMPSON ( sunk- 5 merchant crew lost)
Our ship hed » Crew of 11 men plus the Navy
s stoii.
We lsnded sbou dsys leter in Recife, Brezil on 7=10-hL3

(Note: This ship we were on wes first torpedoed way beck in May 19L2

{ sbout = yeer before) off the coest of Jamisca( unsrmed st that time)
but didn't sink. She hesded beck to Guantsnemo Bay, Cubs where it wes
repsired to service. There were rno cesuslties in this stteck whe it
heppened.)

Telliel) 3 We (Commodore's Staff) bosrded the USS PﬂiﬁTI 5 who wes Gunvgg Escort Commander)
in » Northbound convey rs passengers to Por ain, s 2
1lending there for rest snd recrestion on 7=-20-h3. The convoy joined
other ships in Trinidsd th-t were heerding ststeside vis Guentensmo BEsy,

Cube.

e =

-

T=20<l3 ) = Rest end recrestion sctivity snd working st (bnvoy Control Cormunicstion
f-18=l3 ) Center on temporsry shore duty while swoiting new further sssignments
for sctive duty.

g=19-43 I wes sssigned to the SS ESS0 MRUB? ss Rediomsn with two Signelmen,
uerry Newm=n rnd Zsck H;EEGE. e soriled in Oonvoy TAW 21 from Trinidsd
to Curscro, Dutch Wes es to losd » cergo of fuel oil, the on the
wry to Gusntensmo Bsy, Cubs snd on to Beryonne, New Jersey. This trip
weg » trensfer of me »nd the signslmen to the [0, Novy !rmed EEEFE
Center in Hrookl New York =8 our former Conwoy Control Unit wes being
desctiv-ted beceruse of the cessstion of Germsn submer sctivity who
weére belng tr-nsferred teo other perts of the !tlentic snd Medittersnesn
Ses to hemper the Allied shipping in those sress. |
( T™is ship, 35 MRUB! wee torpedoed on B-2B-L2? off the coast of Cuba
nerr Guentenemo Bsy, but wes only dsmeged end then repsired temporarily

stid went to Glveston, Tex~s for permenent repsirs rnd restored to

rctived shipping duty on 2+13-L3 )

Salb=};3 We srrived in Bsyomnne , Wew Jersey and were detrched for the trrnsfer
to the [[S Nevel 'rmed Gusrd Center, Brookly, NY for new sssignments.
While weiting for new duty orders, my "hernia" problem { »n old injury)
sterted to »c¢t up, =nd =fter checking into ' Nevy sick bey' for = check-up,
it wre disgnosed to have it opersted on, and I was transferred to U.S.Naval
11-8-L3 Hospitel in St. #lbsns, Loug Islsnd, NY to heve surgery performed.
rfter surgery snd recupersting Ww=8 given = hospitel dischsarge to go
12-23-43 for » ¥mas lesve on the 12—?3—53 snid wes to reporl back to the *rmed

Gusrd genter after New Years Dav.

i C—— -

La3.lhy I reported in st the JG Center for s new sssignment »~nd weited for-sbout




1=-20=4l

{59 { My Rete )

three weeks to be sgsigned to duty.

On this dsy, the new sssignment wes to the SS ESSO MANHATTIH ( » sister

ship to the S5 ESS50 ARUBr ), only thet it wee much bipger to cerry more

oil capmcity. We hed = F;Eg% Gusrd Gun Crew of 25 men with = Lieut. Feul
Bryent, » Coxsweine- George aitzi Gunner's Mste 2c- *rt gohns, Cunner's
Mrte 3c, Bostswein's Maote Zc- nglam, Gumner's Mote Zc= Cherlie
Frrker, Luther Rochelle~- Signsimsn ic, me, Rsdiomen 2c, snd Larry Hunt-
Angton - Hediomen Jc, We had excellent living qusrters ~nd conditions on
this tenker. There slso wss »_Ship's Rrdio Officer=- Ed Edmundsen ( = Swede
whd%?n old timer in the Merchsnt Msrine, »nd he teught Larry =nd me = lot
of $rdio technology in opersting radie equipment.We embsrked the ship in
Beyonne, Hew Jersey »nd s=iled to Puerts Ls Cruz, Venezuels in convoy vis
Guentenemo Bey, Cuobs s»nd sziling ~lone to Venesuels to tsrke on fuel {diesel
»nd avirtion gesoline) r»nd sriled westwerd to the Fenems Conel snd thru the
csnrl to Bore Bors,Tshiti where we unlorded some dry csrgo st the Navy Ease
we were s-iling on orders under » Nevy Cherter progrem). This is where
the nrtives greeted the ship end exbhsnged gifts with us. I mansged to get
s Bre-top =nd -~ Hules Skirt in exbhesnge for 2 bers of Lifebuoy sosp { orsnge
color) which the nrtives craved for its scented odor, We then ssiled to
Milne Bey, New Guines; Fort Moresby, MNew Guines; snd then to Srisbene,
*ustrelis, brck to Noumes, New Celendonis; snd beck agein to losd up for
snother trip, snd »grin we pessed thru the Fenems Cenel to Msrscaibo,
Venezuelr to the Esso 0ilfield terminsl, losding up with fvistion Grsoline
fnd Nevy ship's fuel oill ~fter two deys, we were going Weck thru the esnal

rnd docked =t the Pecific side Novy Base to losd-up with | PT borts with

their crews;
L) e n : e 8hlp =n estroyer
ype bunks' smidships between the fresh weter tenks for sccomodstionms for
the Marines, ffter 3 dsys lster, we strried on our 2nd trip out to the
Preiflc. We have been s=iling out here independently without sny Hevy
escorte. This tsnker w=g » resl fast trevelling shirp doimg zbout 20 knots
with = full cergo loed. (Engines were Diesel- Electric). We sriled to Suve,
Fiji Isl»onds; Lee, Yew Guinesj Rsbsul, Wew Brisin ( where the Merines wers
trken off the ship to their duty strtion). ffter 2 daye, we seiled northwsrd
to Truk =nd Fonepe, Ceroline Islends to refulel Navel vessels snd one of
then wes the USS NEW JFRSEY (flsgship of the 3rd fleet) to top off her fuel
csprcity. Turing the refueling operetion, werther wes cloudy »nd building up

storm-like winds, we encountered » typhon werther condition,snd 2 to 3 fuel
linee { out of & lines) buret open ot the couplings ( lineswere sbout 30 feet

long=- erch section of the complete line from ship to ship wee rbout 50 feet
long. The tenker wse low in the wrier »nd the connecting lines to the bsttle
ghip were ~bont 20 feet higher, ond the tenker kept riding up »nd down »11
the time, *fter 2 drys of stormy we-ther , we then commenced refueling other

N-v-1 vessels, 'cruisers!; 'destroyers' »nd » CVE ( escort cerrier), =nd »Tter

~bout 3 weeks cruising sround unlosding fuel, we were rttrcked with other
Nevy ships by J-pen's Eemikszee suicide pilots- which some were shot down
before they were sble to sgink 2 ships ( 2 destroyers) ~ud demeged 2 to 3
other ships in their sttscks before they were driven brek in their sttecks.
Our ship's gun crew used up r1ll of our snti-eirér-ft smmunition during these
ettacks. Our dusl-purpose 3.50 c»l (2) on the bow snd the LOmm guns (10) on
the forwerd deck ( sterborrd rnd pprt sides), tOp of brdge deck housing,
-fter-deck { sterborrd ernd port sides) =nd »fter -deck gun tubs where we
Bed » dusl 5.38 crl surfrce connon. We hed no demage to the ship in these
rttecks, After trking on woter bsllest to be used in clesning the ships fuel

tenks, we hesded beck to the Pansme Cernel ( cleaning tenks by the Butterworth

system~ using high pressure stesm) »nd herded to Fuerts Le Cruz, Venezuela
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8210,
B-2l)),

10-16=1),

(6)

to lord up diesel -nd fuel #ils ~nd s-iled brck to New Jersey =fter »

seven month voyrge, -nd were disch-rged {rom the Menhrttrn beck to the

*rmed Guerd Center in Brooklyn, New York »nd were given 20 dsy leaves

to goc home.

Reoported in ot the frmed Guerd Center, Brookly,  NE »nd sweited new

~ggignment orders.

New orders issued to report to theg 53 IEWIN J. RUSSELL ( Liberty ship)

converted ~8 = tsnker insterd of regulsr cergo, Trsvelled by tre=in to

Beltimore, M-rylend with » new Gun Crew of 2l men, with Lieut. Darrell

. Dovis, myself ss ship's Rrdidmen snd Hobby Dixon, Signsimen 3ce

We S+116d In comvey from Dritinore to Jotn op with othor ships-ot
Helifrx, Nove Scotie hesded esstwerd to Burope. We knew thet our destin-
etion wes to somewhere in Fnglend.Upom srriving in Loh Ewe, Scotlend, we
hed orders to seil to Southend, Englsnd, We unlonded some dry csrgo thsat
wWas topside on the decks, forwerd =~nd »ft. We were given liberty from the
ghip »nd her~ded to London ( sbout 50 miles sway), end mede the trip by
trein. During our visit there »t the U.S.0, Club in Pieesdilly Circus,

( just like Times Squrre in New York City), we hesrd the sir-roid sirens
going off sround 16:00 FM snd had to evecuste the building snd proceed to
the sir-r-id shelters which were the subwsy undergrounds srer for ssfety
becruse of the Germsn V-2 bombs { Celled Buzz-bombs by the English) which
were hesded for London. ffter sn ' sll-clesr' wes sounded s=fter sbout L %o
5 hours later, we went bsk to the USO Club snd weited until morning to estch
the treinride bsck to the ship. Enroute the train ride we had hesrd from the
people riding the trein thst cne of the bombs hed destroyed some sections
of reilrord trecks thrt we rode coming to London. We hsd to tsoke somewhst
of = dtour to get b-ck to Southend where the ship wss weiting for us. We
griled beck to Gourock, Scotlend to join up with » convoy hesded for the
dre~ded voysge to Murmensk, Russis, which wss one of the most dengerous
plsces for 'llied convoys becsuse of the Germen !'ir Forces with bombers,
=nd fighter plenes together with submrrines prowling the North ftlsntic,
Norwegisn end Berents Sess ~bove the frtic Circle in time of the wvesr when
it wes cslled the ' Lend of the Midnite Sun' (sbout 2 to 3 hours .of sun).
Severrl ships were torpedoed snd bombed snd were sunk, Our ship's gun crew
were busy with the 3,50 cennon snd LOmm snti-sircr-ft guns. We finally lsnded
in Murmensk, Russis snd unlosded our entire csrgo of fuel oil and deck cargo
consisting of some Prmy tenks snd trucks rnd other crated war msterisls. rfter
3 to i deys leter , we hesnded beek to Scotland without too much enemy sction
snd joined up with the convoy hesded to Reyksvik, Icelsnd snd then southwerd
to Helifsx, Nove Scotir ( when we rsn into the midst of hurricsne sctivity
south of Greenlend} end our ship hed some problem with the ship's rudder snd
had to streggle from the convoy to maske temporsry repsirs snd we were un-
escorted snd on our own. Hepsirs were mede after shoutl? hours, and I wes
in touch with the Convoy Commodore vis radie ( emergency procedure wes in
effect) notifjding him of our present conditiom and thst we were hesded on »
streggler course in hopes to ecstch up »nd meet the convoy in the sres of
Hrlifrx. Brd wesother -nd strong he-d winds held us beck snd we proceeded
on srnother course heesding to our destinstion in Baltimore, Mrryland. We
srrived sofely on 10/11/LLi snd were det-ched fpom the ship snd weited for
trensport-tion brck to Brooklyn, New York getting there the next dey.

After I drys weiting for ~nother sssignment, this time sgain hesded to
Beltimore =nd go sboesrd the 5SS, WM., . RICHARDSON r Trensport)
which wes » Liberty tipe smmunition carrier - eck cerrzo O itary
supplies -nd specisl cr-tes with »n /rmy Security Officer trsvelling for
this trip wetching over this csrgo. The Nevy frmed gun crew consisted of

Lgﬁgjgl Doug Owens in cherge of 25 gunners which included = Bostsmein Mate 2c,
= Gunners Mste Ze rnd Gunners Mste 3¢ in e crew. "e hesded scross

Ftlsntic herded for the Strsits of Gibreitor »nd the Meditersnesn Sea on our
destinstion in Itely.This convoy consisted of sbout 35 merchont ships snd
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9 Nevy escort vessels which included 1 Nevy Escort Crrrier in charge.
ile storped in Orsn, ‘lgeris (North Africa) for 1 dry, then to Sicily
~nd to Nsples, Itely where we h-d %o ~nchor out in the herbor rwWal
from some of other ships, who were tied up to the docks. Some rowboats
esme sround the ship to sell some things, »nd they were crutioned not
to get close. Some disobeyed this order ned the ship's crew got orders
to disperse them with the fire hoses under high pressure snd thet reslly
shook them up, even c-psising one of them but they got sbosrd some of the
other bosts.. fter weiting for 2 d-ys, we hedn't been sble to le-ve the
ship while rnchored, we hered nortwsrd in convoy of four other sghips with
» Nevy escort. We srrived in Livorno{ Leghorn) to the ?rmy Bese who Was
supplying the front lines which were -bout 100 miles from the co~st. We
tied up the inside breskw-ter docks of the herbor which protected this
inner h-rbor fpom the CGermen ~nd Itelien E-boets ( 1ike our FPT bosts)
who were ~lwsys trying to demsge snd sink ships in this »re-. While tied
up here, 2 ships close ot our ship were dsmsged by limpet mines ( megnetic)
which were plsnted on the hulls underwster by Itelisn scubs divers. ffter
this hsppening, we were told to hoist up snchor +nd proceed up the river
to unlesd our csrgo ( About 35 miles upstream). The river wes narrow, only
1 ship ot » time could trrvel up wntil » wide gection wes met where the
ships could psee each other snd proceed in the other way. While we were
unlesding end were sble to get off the ship »nd go the frpy crmteen, I
hed inquired ot the Bnse office of the 3rd Evecusilon froy Hospitsl where
my older brother, Welter j s Dentsl Techniciesn who wes » Staff Ser Pnpl
Wag stetioned, end w-& told thst he wes cloze to the front lines = t
yould be Irpossible for me to visit him, however, he said thet if I would
like to write him » messrge, thrt he would forwsrd it to my brother =t
the first chernce when he went in thet direction with supplies. I wrote
» letter hurriedly snd pessed it it him to take. after 3 dsys of unlesding
our csrgo, we ssiled brek to Messine, Sicily to meet up with » small
convoy going to Oren, Plgeris to catch up snd unite the lsrger convoy of
sbout 30 ships herded back towsrds home. Some of these ships in this con=-
voy sfter crossing the ’tlentic, herded for South Usrolins, Texes, Norfolk
Virginis, Wew York =nd New Jersey, but we hesded into Beltimore snd srrived
there sbout midnight on the Znd fo Februery 'L45.The next dsy on the 3rd we
»11, the entire crew ond Lt. Cwens self snd Herb Ssrrzen , the Signnl-
men 3¢ were tr:na?arrea to the !rmed Eurrg center in nrooklyn, WY T hed
Feen expecting to get my long-swoited av lesve, but Wre only sble to
get - TZ-hour pess ( 3 drye) -nd thrt wes on » Tuesedy -nd 1 took the tr=in
From Hew York to Frovidence =nd home. Rose wre welting -t the Bnion Stetion
in Frovidence with her sister, Bernice -nd Lester, her husbrnd to teke me
home. She told me th-t she hrd mrde »11 the rlsns for us tc get merried in
the next few drys on Thuredry. It surprised me, but I rgreed snd lo =nd bhe-
hold, the dsy of the wedding on Thursdsy we hed the worst snow blizzsrd in
meny yesrs. We did finelly get to go New York with the kindness of some
friends from Fewtucket, RI who ceme to the wedding to tske us to the trein
etrtion in Providence on their wsy home during this storm, so thst nobody
from home would heve to try to t-ke us there snd get bsck home. Travelling
evervwhere wes »t » standstill, and it took L hours to get to the station
which mormslly would be sbout sn hour (ne:interstaee highweys during this
period). The trsin from Boston to New York wes sbout 3 hours lete from ite
regul-r schedule, =nd we were fortun-te to meke to estch sbout helf=- hour
1»ter -fter srriving =t the stetion. The trsin ride wes alow, making all
the stops on the wry, ond srrived in Wew York sbout 6¢30 in the morning,
~nd ~fter c-=1ling seversl hotels, we finrlly got = reseveiion 2t the Hotel
Dorset. I hd to lesve Rose sfter cliecking into = smell room ( Converted
utility closet) becsuse I hed almost =n Houre subwey ride to get brck te
report in ot khe frmed Guerrd Center in Broo +/+ We survived » resl harried
mixup during the dey till I got liberty to sngny our wedding dey snd brief
honeymoon Hhich_wu were sble to stey pt the Hotel Taft sfter the mix-up w=s
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fin-1ly over. We si-yed -t the Hotel Toft for the next week, »nd =fter
enjoying our honeymcon ( hrd eveynite off from the frmed Guerd center).
We vigited my funt frme rond cousinsg, Lillisn =nd fmelis who lived in the
Bronx, New York rres, »nd visited the farily of my pood psl snd buddy
Frenk CGece ( we met in Newport when we enlisted =nd went to school in
Sen ﬁiegﬂ ~nd who ware trensferred to Trinidsd »t the ssme time, He wes
»sgigned to the Navy Rndio Trapgmitter stetion stop the mountsin in Fort
of Spedp, Irinidsd while I weas asssiged to do convoy commnication duty
=board the merchent ships.). His farily in Livingston, lNew Jersey welcomed
Rose =nd I, and mede us feel like one of their family, We enjoyed their
friemdshipe thru out the yesrs.
After returning Bed to Brooklyn -fter brijging Rose home, I menaged to get
temporery duty in the Disbursing Office { with the help of scme friends) =8
= typlst lssuing tr-vel vouchers I'or people being transferred to other
gt-tionas »nd seeignments. !fter sbout L months duty snd every veekend off
Tisiting home, the wor in Europe( Germeny surrended) wes over snd meny of
us ~t the Center were notified thrt we would be getting new orders for trens-
fer to the Nevy Fleet for duty, becruse there we= no enemy -ctionm in the
~tlentic ~nd Mediterrsne-n rnd the merch-nt ships sould trsvel without sny
escorts rnd tr-vel Independently to their destinstions, Navy gun crews were
sssigned to ships were still there becruse some of these ships would now be
tr-velling in the Pecific Ocesn becruse we were still =t wer with Jrpen and
Jeprnese submerines were -ctive in the Indisn Ocesns snd sess in their rress.

Begse in New

On this dry, my orders ceme in rnd I wee to report to the Nav

1 ssii River from Eay City,
hichigsn where she wee built -nd sarrived on the lst of tugust 'L5. The crew

thet wee rsmigned to it, consisted of » Lieut.,ss Commsnding Office o (hief
Bostswein Mote »g Executive Officer; me, 55 Mot lon: raomeni —office typlist);
DT Ccook/ Dhaki ; OTE DLOT mMECHRANIC s T?T-Iillm-mmm:ﬁ };

——oiell 10T the deck Iorce. we Mll reported »bosrd snd were welcomed by
Lieut, %.E@Er%; snd_(hief Bostswsin K.N.Christensem, The Lieut. was one rerl
swell officer ( one of the best thrt 1 hsd served in all my sssignments thst

were under their cormands. The entire crew was in cordisl good company snd
friendlines=., We got the ship prepsred during the next 10 drys to meke our
trip to Heweii, which wss te be our home port of duty. We were schedvlsd to
s»il thru the Paneme Cansl »nd then to Long Besch, Celif,
ships to s»il in convey to Hswsii. But befores we left New Orlesns, on the 1llth
of Pugust 19L5, the Jepsnese surrendered to the wer sfter the ptomic bonb was
dropped on Hireshims in their country with demsstating results snd cstasstrophic
dise#ters preveiling to end this terrible war. The Navy issued almest immediste
plane to dischsrge from the service the personnel who hsd esrned the number of
credits to be eligible sccording to the number of credits for ses duty snd months
of active duty, the required number of credits wes LS, =nd I had scocummslsted 48
. 'dits moking me eligible to go home.l was the only enlisted msn in the crew to be
eligible, the others did not hsve much ses duty to their credit.l had tried to get
» replacement rsdiomen to relieve me, =nd the Fersonnel Officer ot the trsinii gz
stetion told me thet I would heve to meke the trip, but he recommended to me that
we srrive in Pensms, to tpy the Personnel Officer sssist me in getting someene
te trke my place on the ship, ond perhsps thet there would be some rediomsm who
were being trensferred »nd would like to terke my
to Heweii ( some would like the thet kind of duty). After » week went by, I got
r replscement from the Feeific Side of the ernel (we had stopped »t the !tlentic
side to weit our turn te s24il thru the eenel). Lieut. rly hed me type up my
trensfer pspers =nd orders signed by him

end the crew sz1lso geve me » glrd send-off, snd I went to the Receiving “tstien
to be furkhes trsnsferred to the stetes feor discherge,

to join up with other

lece since the ship wes he-ding

rnd he wished me the best of everything,

ﬂﬂd'[:l Puoa as
USHOTPeY




S=ll=ht

0-20-,5

i 1

E5=6-h7

E-11=51
7-1151

10ulie51

(My Rate )

(%)

Mter weiting fer feour dervs for trensport-tien to the ststes, ~ns=s during
this time, mrny s-~ilors hrve -rrived ~t the receiving strtion from shome
b-ses -nd ships th-t were prssing thru the c-n+l, -nd who were eligible
te be dischrrges, we were trken -borrd » Cenedien IST thst came thru the
¢anal from Vencouver, British Columbir on the Peeific side of Canpds and
were hesding te Fhilsdelphir, FPenn-. Other Nevy shipe thet had pasased
thru the csnel didn't stop te tske on =ny Paseengers, rs they were esger to
get to the stetes rfter strugeling in the wer in the Fereific Ocesn for
meRy months, snd some frem the start of the wer out there.
We srrived in Philedelphir =t the Npvy V¥apd =nd were taken off the LST to
catch » train WMMM ( upstate)

a Na

which wes gset-uprs

arrtion Oenter, becsuse the Heceiving Stetion ot
Beston, Meas, wes nlﬁp% getting too many others who were sent there to be -

dischrrged ( we were originslly scheduled to Boston), 86 we arrived there
the next dsy.After sbout five d-vs being processed snd indoctrinated te
becoming civilisns ~gein, with lectures, exsminrtions, end getting peid up
for 2ll thet wee due to us from the time of the last payday, snd given
orders snd sepsrstion discherges pepers snd trevel expenses from Ssmpson
te our finel destinations, mine which wse vir Bosten oms train snd then
by bus to Fall River, Mass., snd home ngein pfter serving for » pericd of
3 yeers, B months snd 28 deys.

( This wes the end of Military service fer World War II )

Reenlisted in the TS leys]l Beserve for = term L cti
Status ( this meent thot I would still cemtinue in my Neval reting es n
ﬂﬂmmfh in the event that our country went to wer sgein snd

I wre recrlled te duty to serve. During this Inactive stetus, I did
not hrve to ~ttend sny monthly meetings or psrticipste in two weelk trsin-
ings ( these requirements were psysble, ond I did not receive PRY MONSYS
in my Insetive stetus. fs my enlistment wes to expire, the United Steotes
becrme involved with the Asisn conflict known =8 the Koresn War, which wae
design-ted =2 » policing sction, »nd the Kavy extended 211 In-ctiveReserve
persornel to sn inveluntsry extension of enlistment for = period of one
Yesr from Jume 1550 snd lster. Unfortun~tely, I wepe w=s invelved in this
Unguspecting siturtion, snd wes ordered to report for active duty ( which
I would be in = payable stsus). I had enlisted inthe Insctive Navsl Rescrve
¥hen I wes living in Newport, R.T. s #nd working there » s1'8, Roebuck
storerfter being trensle ere from the Fell River, Msss. store where I
hed werked before I joined the Newy sfter the Pesrl Herbor dissster end our
country went to wer with Jepen, and hed gene back te the Fall River store
When dischsrged sfter returning from World Wer II, and sfter working two
weeks, I wes trensferred to the Neport store, becruse the men who I hed re-
pPlaced whoe wes drefted intc the Army in Lecember 1540, I wes hired to his
Job sfter working »t the Gorin's Dept. store in Fall River. He had been
dischsrged frem the Prmy snd wse coming beeck te work. When I reported te
the Newrert store, I wes surprised thst the msnsger wee the assistsnt
mansger ot the Fall River store who had hired me in December 1510,
Orders were received by me to report for sctive duty , snd te report te the
#val receiving station st Boston, Mess., on 7=1l-tl.
. r reporting at Doston on this dste, I wse told to return home to
mrke sny settlements before returning to Boston to receive my sssignment
orders to my next duty ststion./fter reporting bsck to Boston, the Fersonnel
Officer hrd infermed thst with my Rediomen's reting classifection wa
much criticel needed, =nd to expect to ship out » moments notice.Well,
much to my s~mezement, T did net receive sny orders weiting fer r period
until two menths lster on Potober L, 1551, tobe transferred to the Jiavel
Strtien =t Nerfolk, Virginis to the Tommsnder Csrrier Division d wit
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;ch 110) which were aaért %EEE srrierg, which were still ini.the "moth-bsll
eet" in Bremerton, Weshington ~cific steteside) being resdied for the

commissioning snd resdy for ses duty. -
The staff of the Commsnder Carrier Division 18 consisted » cemplement of 1l
including : i
Resr Admirsl { 2 sw
Septein Tan. K, BYERS Nevel Avistor) as Chief of Staff
ommesnder C.H. DLER s& Flag Secrets
Tieut. Cormander 1.5, £ EFEUR‘I ag Executive Officer

Tieut, Commander »8 Operstions Officer
Tieut. Jrck MILIEH mmnicetion Officer

« A al .
“hief Hadiomsn Ed JARSMA ps Assistent Communication Officer
R-diomen Secord Cless (me)- John SKERZYPTE mmunications

%#diﬂﬂnn Second Clesass Henk ADAMS % Gr.'.tgjgi
e0men F, = ief Clerk

Rate )

Chief Cormissge Stewsrdt LUIS BENITO ps Chief Stewsrd 0fficer's Mesas
Commisrry O % Tiest Clras P. VAGQUES »& Oook,/Beker~-Officer's Mess

Sermen First Clegs = 7 = Stewsrd in Officer's 5
Sermenn Firet Cless = 7 =« Stewsrd in Officer's Mess.
We »11 were still temporerily stteched to the Commander Cerrier Diﬂa%ﬂn 1l

(his flrgship ws which was = much larger type sircraft
cerrier until sometime when Admirsl VWhittsker would be reporting in to his

new duty sesignment r2 the EWE;W& snd to his staff
in Norfelk, Virginis., All this t waiting, we had worked st the Communicstion

office correcting =11 our Communicstions Mernuels updeting sddtions and deletions

te heve resdy when we would be going sboerd our flsgship USS KULM GULF when
it wes ready te gelil. Ceptein BYERS who wes in charge in the mesntime, was

invited by the Admir-l er Ce ad +if he snd his stsff would
like to participste in some ~ir operrtionsl exercises sbosrd the MIIWAY before

ddmirsl WHITTAKER would srrive in Nerfolk. 211 this time working here, we had
been living in the bsrr-cks on besse, »nd this wes r chence to go to ses for o
chenge, which Cpptein BYERS thought it wes » good ides for the gtaff tossee
whet kind of operstions would be beneficisl to us 51l in our mew sssignments.
We went sboard the MIDWAT carrier snd headed out te ses from Norfolk. After
tve doys out in the !tlantic Ocean, we hesded southwsrd to the Caribbemn Sea
for joint "LANTRIEX" exercise sir operstions with other ships thst would be
sls¢ be involved in this exercise, which would be off the coast of FUERTO
RICO sround the srea close to Sen Jusn's Nsvel Stotion. These exercises had
lssted for = period of 5 weeks =t ses.,We had worked together with the ship's

crew observing =11 _‘he procedures thst we would heve to do once we were abosrd

our flsgship KULA GULF. After returning beck to Norfolk =t the completion of

L-ntflex exercises, we were greeted by Admirsl WHITTAKER who herd srrived while
we were out to ser, -nd he thenked his staff for psrticipsting in the exercises

gsying thst this would help our jobs much essier sfter being orgenized.
I received orders this d-y rnd wrs trensferred to the Combest Informstion
Center, Forgo Building -1 Boston, Mess for Humenits=risn chore Duty for four
mnrrry duty sssignment expired, snd wee sbout to be trans-
ferred =gerin, the Personnel Officer hesd mede recormendstions to the Naval
Bureru thrt I be retsined =t the Combet Info Center for the remsinder of my
involuntery enlistment which wes only one month for expirstion snd it would
not be fesaible to =g8ign me fer » months duty elsewhere. The Navel Bure
grnnt,ad the recguest for me to complete my involuntery enli=Ztmemt ot the
ombret Info center, and I was transferred this dote upon my completion of
u o the Nsvel Receiving S n ( next building te the Combst
%nfn Center) for preessing dischsrge procedure =nd this wss done after
Ve

dsye lster »fter serving » totsl of seven yesrs, eleven months and
twenty eight deys of Nevel service snd honorsbly dischsrged.

( End of ~11 U.S.NAVAL RESERVE duties )
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